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do some things for small business. We’ve
agreed on that.

Let us take what we can agree on and bal-
ance the budget while we protect Medicare
and Medicaid and education and the envi-
ronment and give modest tax relief. Let us
be honest with the American people what
we disagree on, and let the American people
make their decision in November. But we
are hired to show up for work every day, just
like you are. We can’t just go on a work stop-
page from now until November and not deal
with this. So we should balance the budget
now and put the differences off and let you
decide in November who you think is right.
Whatever you say, it will probably be right.
It’s been right most of the time for the last
200 years. But meanwhile, we should do our
job.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m., on the
factory floor. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Philip N. Bredesen of Nashville; Joe Scattergood,
plant manager; Wayne Wooten, president, United
Auto Workers #1832; Bobby Lee Thompson, di-
rector, United Auto Workers, Region 8; and Tom
Plimpton, general manager, Peterbilt Division. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Proclamation 6861—Martin Luther
King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 1996
January 12, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our country’s motto, ‘‘E Pluribus

Unum’’—out of many we are one—charges
us to find common values among our varied
experience and to forge a national identity
out of our extraordinary diversity. Our great
leaders have been defined not only by their
actions, but also by their ability to inspire
people toward a unity of purpose. Today we
honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who fo-
cused attention on the segregation that
poisoned our society and whose example
moved our Nation to embrace a new stand-
ard of openness and inclusion.

From Montgomery to Birmingham, from
the Lincoln Memorial to Memphis, Dr. King

led us to see the great contradiction between
our founders’ declaration that ‘‘all men are
created equal’’ and the daily reality of op-
pression endured by African Americans. His
words have become such a part of our moral
fabric that we may forget that only a genera-
tion ago, children of different races were le-
gally forbidden to attend the same schools,
that segregated buses and trains traveled our
neighborhoods, and that African Americans
were often prevented from registering to
vote. Echoing Abraham Lincoln’s warning
that a house divided against itself cannot
stand, Dr. King urged, ‘‘We must learn to
live together as brothers, or we will perish
as fools.’’

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for American
society to truly reflect the ideals on which
it was built succeeded in galvanizing a politi-
cal and moral consensus that led to legisla-
tion guaranteeing all our citizens the right
to vote, to obtain housing, to enter places
of public accommodation, and to participate
in all aspects of American life without regard
to race, gender, background, or belief.

But despite the great accomplishments of
the Civil Rights Movement, we have not yet
torn down every obstacle to equality. Too
many of our cities are still racially segregated,
and remaining barriers to education and op-
portunity have caused an array of social prob-
lems that disproportionately affect African
Americans. As a result, blacks and whites
often see the world in strikingly different
ways and too often view each other through
a lens of mistrust or fear.

Today we face a choice between the dream
of racial harmony that Martin Luther King,
Jr., described and a deepening of the rift that
divides the races in America. We must have
the faith and wisdom that Dr. King preached
and the convictions he lived by if we are to
make this a time for healing and progress—
and each of us must play a role. For only
by sitting down with our neighbors in the
workplace and classroom, reaching across ra-
cial lines in our places for worship and com-
munity centers, and examining our own most
deep-seated beliefs, can we have the honest
conversations that will enable us to under-
stand the different ways we each experience
the challenges of modern life. This is the
peaceful process of reconciliation that Dr.
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King fought and died for, and we must do
all we can to live and teach his lesson.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 15, 1996,
as the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holi-
day. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this occasion with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 17, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 18.

Proclamation 6862—Religious
Freedom Day, 1996
January 12, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On this day over 200 years ago, Virginia’s

General Assembly passed a law that created
the first legal protection for religious free-
dom in this country. Introducing his bill to
the Virginia Assembly, Thomas Jefferson
stated that he was not creating a new right
confined simply to the State of Virginia or
to the United States, but rather declared reli-
gious liberty to be one of the ‘‘natural rights
of mankind’’ that should be shared by all peo-
ple. Jefferson’s language was shepherded
through the legislature by James Madison,
who later used it as a model for the First
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion.

Americans have long benefited from our
founders’ wisdom, and the Constitution’s
twin pillars of religious liberty—its protection
of the free exercise of religion and its ban
on the establishment of religion by the Gov-

ernment—have allowed an enormous diver-
sity of spiritual beliefs to thrive throughout
our country. Today, more than 250,000
churches, synagogues, mosques, meeting
houses, and other places of worship serve to
bring citizens together, strengthening fami-
lies and helping communities to keep their
faith traditions alive. We must continue to
ensure full protection for religious liberty
and help people of different faiths to find
common ground.

Our Nation’s profound commitment to re-
ligious freedom reminds us that many people
around the world lack the safeguard of law
to protect them from prejudice and persecu-
tion. We deplore the religious intolerance
that too often tears neighbor from neighbor,
and we must remain an international advo-
cate for the ideal of human brotherhood and
sisterhood and for the basic rights that sus-
tain human dignity and personal freedom.
Let us pledge our support to all who struggle
against religious oppression and rededicate
ourselves to fostering peace among people
with divergent beliefs so that what Americans
experience as a ‘‘natural right’’ may be en-
joyed by individuals and societies every-
where.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 1996,
as Religious Freedom Day. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs, and I urge all Americans to
reaffirm their devotion to the fundamental
principles of religious freedom and religious
tolerance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 17, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 18.
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